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first directed the attention of Marx to the kind of facts best
calculated to win assent to his economic theory. The materialistic
conception of history appears to have been, at least in its
main outlines, discovered independently by the two men before
their collaboration began.
Engels was already a Communist when he first met Marx,
having been converted by a man named Moses Hess, who was
prominent among the German radicals. Hess, writing in 1843,
said:
*Last year, when I was about to start for Paris, Engels came to
see me on his way from Berlin. We discussed the questions of the
day, and he, a revolutionist of the Year One, parted from me a
convinced Communist Thus did I spread devastation.'
It is interesting to note that at this time Marx made friends
with Heine, who much admired him and became a Communist
The Continental intellectuals of that day were far more ad-
vanced politically than those in England, no doubt because the
middle classes had less power, and because revolution was the
obvious first step in progress. The views held by Marx and his
friends before 1848, while Metternich still ruled, would bring
down worse persecution upon their holders now than they did
then.
In January 1845, at the request of the Prussian Government,
Marx was expelled from Paris, and therefore went to Brussels. It
was at this time that he first profited by the pecuniary generosity
of Engels, which remained his chief financial resource down to
the day of his death. From Brussels, with the help of Engels,
Marx conducted Communist propaganda, and came in touch
with various bodies such as The Workers* Educational Society,
The Federation of the Just, The Democratic League, and The
Fraternal Democrats. The Federation of the Just, which met in
Great Windmill Street in London, developed into the Com-
munist League, which included in its programme, *the overthrow
of the bourgeoisie, the dominion of the proletariat, the abolition
of a class society, and the introduction of an economic and
social order without private property and without classes.* In
December 1847, this body decided that Marx and Engels should
draw up a statement of its aims. The whole importance of the
Communist League in history is due to this decision, since its
outcome was the Communist Manifesto.
The Communist Manifesto, as regards style, vividness, com-
pression, and propagandist force, is the best thing that Marx